
St. Paul’s Church by-the-Lake, Chicago 
Seeks a Rector (A Rare Opportunity!) 

7100 N Ashland Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

https://stpaulsbythelake.org 

We look forward to hearing from anyone who shares our commitment to 

spreading Christ’s gospel, and to place His example before us in our daily lives. 

Who We Are 
Our mission is evangelical: to bring all persons to the knowledge and love of God, respecting the dignity and freedom of 

every human being. We seek to do this in humility through worship, fellowship, education and outreach. 

Our congregation has a global perspective drawn from many 

places in the Anglican Communion. We value our Anglo-Catholic 

tradition that connects us to God with liturgy that enlightens and 

comforts and music that uplifts our souls. Our backgrounds and 

approach to worship make our church unique within our Diocese. 

We are “High Church” but not high-handed. We are not a 

wealthy parish, but we strive to help one another and to fulfill our 

duty to minister and bear witness in a complex neighborhood. 

Our church is in Rogers Park, on the northern edge of Chicago. 

St. Paul’s has served Episcopalians in Rogers Park since 1882. 

Since becoming a parish in 1903, it has had only seven rectors. 

The Rev. John Heschlé retired in 2019 after leading us for 26 

years. His predecessor and our rector emeritus, The Rev. Daniel Banner, retired after leading us for 22 years. 

Our Daily Worship 
We celebrate the Eucharist every Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., alternatively using the 1928 Prayer Book or Rite I of 

the 1979 Prayer Book. Our 8 a.m. worship is a Low Mass with no music. Our 10:30 a.m. worship is a Sung Mass, 

typically with our choir and organist. This service is larger and includes families with children in our Sunday School that 

begins after Communion. Our Sudanese members attend a Dinka service at 1 p.m. each Sunday. Combined attendance at 

these services averages about 180 people. 

Our Daily Mass uses the 1928 Prayer Book on Tuesdays and 

Fridays and Rite I on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. All of 

these are in the morning. Our Thursday Mass occurs in the 

evening and uses Rite II. 

Our Ministries and Facilities 
St. Paul’s can be a busy place. On any day, we might be tending 

the gardens, leading children’s programs such as Vacation Bible 

School and our annual fall festival, or planning future events. 

Partnering with groups such as Exodus World Service, we offer 

programs for refugees. Our Altar Guild and ECW are always hard 

at work. Lenten Fridays usually feature a discussion on a religious 

https://stpaulsbythelake.org/


topic. Our Parish Hall serves as a polling place and we often host 

community meetings, never charging rent. We believe our 

facilities are a holy gift to use for others’ benefit. 

Our property consists of our church at the northwest corner of 

Ashland and Estes, built in 1925 and in neo-English Gothic style. 

It includes a chapel dedicated to the Annunciation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 

Our two-story Parish Hall dates from 1915 and hosts our 

fellowship activities, the rector’s office, the kitchen, a library, and 

our nursery and Sunday school. It also contains a small altar we 

use for Thursday evening Masses. 

Next to our church is the two-story rectory, a farmhouse that dates from 1859 and has three bedrooms and one-and-

one-half baths. We have been told it is one of the oldest homes in Rogers Park. Behind it is a two-car garage. And we 

have a prized possession for a city church—a parking lot. 

Our Community 
With a population of about 55,000, Rogers Park is among the 

most economically and racially diverse neighborhoods in Chicago 

and often a first U.S. home for immigrants. It sits nine miles from 

downtown Chicago on the North Side lakefront and is well-

served by public transit. Most residents are renters. Their 

education levels are slightly higher than the citywide average but 

their household incomes are lower. Rogers Park is the home of 

Loyola University Chicago. 

There is a wide choice of public and private schools, many highly 

rated. Chicago Public Schools has selective enrollment schools at 

the elementary and secondary levels. 

Our Diocese 
The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is led by Bishop Jeffrey Lee and has 123 member congregations, spreading from Lake 

Michigan on the east to the Wisconsin border on the north and the Iowa border on the west. The Diocese is known for 

its leadership initiatives designed to support congregational vitality. To this end, the Diocese focuses its energies on two 

key programs: The College of Congregational Development and Fierce Conversations. The Nicholas Center, located on 

the fifth floor of the Diocesan office building in downtown 

Chicago, provides classroom space and accommodations for 

these programs as well as other leadership events. 

To apply for this position, please complete the Clergy 

Information Form for Transitions on the Diocesan website: 

https://episcopalchicago.wufoo.com/forms/m1poxgz40cwsj2w/ 

For more information about this position, please contact The 

Rev. Andrea Mysen, Director of Ministries/Transition Ministry 

Officer, at amysen@episcopalchicago.org or 312-751-4203. 
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